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Panaji: The Goa Coastal Zone Management Authority (GCZMA) has found that the water resources department (WRD) has not

taken an NOC from the forest department before planning a project in River Khandepar, which will require cutting down of

mangroves. 

The WRD has sought permission from GCZMA for construction of a barrage in the Khandepar, as part of the works to improve

water supply to Savoi Verem, Querim and Priol areas of Ponda taluka. 

Based on the WRD’s request for permission, GCZMA decided to carry out an inspection of the site. GCZMA expert members

found that the no development zone of CRZ was applicable in the area where the work was proposed. It was also found that

the structures to be constructed included use of concrete. 

“For the proposed cutting of mangroves in the area at site, the applicant (WRD) has not obtained any permission from the forest

department, for which the applicant should be directed to do so,” GCZMA expert members have stated in their report. 

The members noted that the project is a necessity to meet drinking water requirements ‘for a number of people in Ponda

taluka located within 7 to 10km distance’. The experts have recommended to the GCZMA that in principle approval can be

granted for the works. But a number of deficiencies were found in the proposal. 

“However, this requires a raw water pumping station to be constructed on the bank of the river, which is falling within no

development zone. The applicant (WRD) has carried out a rapid environment impact assessment study and has submitted the

report for the construction of the bhandara. Whereas, no risk assessment study has been carried out,” the GCZMA experts

have said.
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The GCZMA has therefore asked the WRD to make a detailed presentation of the project for the authority. 

“On the south western side of the river bank, the riverine soil has drifted more towards the river bank and mangrove trees have

grown in the area. These mangrove trees are falling in the area where excavation of mud is required to be done. So, these

mangrove trees would require removal from site and re-plantation in other suitable areas,” the GCZMA expert members said in

their report.

The panel concluded that the construction of barrage has been proposed in the CRZ IV area.


